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The Women’sLocal Government Society hm-e 
sent a letter to the Prime Minister on the sub- 
ject of the Lunacy Bill, which was introduced 
in the House of Lords by the Lord Chancellor 
on May 1st. 

By Schedule I., Clause 5, the Lord 
Chancellor is empowered to appoint a woman 
as an unpaid commissioner. Although this 
clause is directly of an enabling character, it 
would create a new statutory disability for 
women, by implying the ineligibility of all 
women for appointment as paid Commis- 
sioners, and therefore, during the Committee 
stage of the Bill, Lord Courtney of Penwith 
sought to delete the word ‘ I  unpaid ” with the 
object of giving the Lord Chancellor discretion 
to appoint a woman, whether as a paid or as 
an unpaid commissioner.. The Lord Chancellor 
agreed that it would not be easy to over- 
state the importance of having women 
associated with the care of the insane, and he 
unreservedly assented to the principle of the 
amendment, but could not accept it at the pre- 
sent time, the Bill being of a temporary 
character. The amendment mas,by leave with- 
drawn. 

The Society, in their letter, lay stress on the 
fact that the temporary character of the Bill 

I does not render harmless the imposition of the 
disability, for such imposition by statute, even 
in an Bct of a temporary character, would carry 
weight when proposals of a more permanent 
character come before Parliament. The letter 
was signed by the President of the Sopiety, 
Lady Strachey : the Chairman of Committee, 
Mrs. Theorlore TT7illiams ; Miqs Leigh Browne, 
Hon. Secretary; Dr. Shipman, and five other 
members of the Committee. 

Enclosed with the letter was the following 
memorial :- 
To TRB RIQET HONOU~ABLB HERBERT HENRT 

ASQUITB, K.C., M.P., PnIim MINISTER AND 
~J‘IRST LORD OF THE TREAF~URY. 
The Respectful i\lemorial of the Undersigned 

Sheweth 
That in  England and W(a1w there are more than 

70,000 certified women lunatics, and that the 
members of the Conimission to whom complaints 
are to be made by patients are all men. 

That the phy6ical details of bdaily life include 
intimate matters about which women cannot speak 
to men without reserve; that  amongst so great a 
number of patients there must be many in whom 
tbo eense of decency is unimpaired; and that such 
persons may suffer acutely, and be. helpless to 
swnre relief. 

That there is a class of lunatics diose menta1 
defect lies chiefly in abnormal sesua1 feelings, and 

that such cases should be inspected by persons of 
their owvu ses. 

That men interested in the TTdfarQ of women 
lunatics under their charge have o a h d  attention 
to  the fact that  there occur difficult and delicate 
problems which ought to be dealt with, but with 
the conditions of which they cannot ,come into 
toach. 

That the nymber of women attendants in lunatio. 
asyhtms is very large; that  most have received 
110 previous training j that  the conditions of their 
.ivork are very exrhausting; and that there ia ground 
for the belief that  if opportunity fo r  supervision 
were given to properly qualified women, ,having 
tlie authority of Commissioners in Lnqlcy, the 
efficiency of the staff on the women’s side would be 
increased. 

And that  for  the foregoing masons there i,s 
urgent need for the co-operation of women medical 
practitioners on the Lunacy Commission a@ soon 
as such appointments shall be feasible; and that 
there is also need for the appointment a t  an early 
date of women with suitable qualifications among. 
th6 unpaid Commissioners. 
Wherefore 

Your Memorialists pray that the Lunacy Bill 
may be so amended that when it passes in’h Imv it 
may contain provision that any vacancy occurring 
among the paid or the unpaid Comniissioaers may 
be filled up by the appointment of such person of 
either sex, ,and whether marlied or not, as the 
Lord Chancellor may appoint. 

The memorial was signed by eighty-four most 
representative nieii nncl women. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON TUBER- 
c U LOS I S. 

Under t’E;e patronage of the Icing and Queen of 
Italy tlie Seventh International Congress on Tuber- 
culosis will meet in Rome 011 the 24th of Septem- 
ber lied, and last until the  30th. The Cou- 
gress will be divided in three sections-the etiobgy 
and epidemiology of titberculosis ; pathology and 
therapeutics (medical and surgical) of tnbercnbrxsis ; 
a~zd social defence against tuberculosis. The lofficial 
circular directs all those ~ h o  intend t,o take plart in 
the Cungress to write t o  the Secretary-Geneid, 36 
Via in LucinQ, Rome, sending the Congrew fee, 25 
lire (one pound) t40 the Treasurer oat the ~ a m e  ad- 
dress. This fee confers full mambersthip and 
entitles to all the privileges of the Congress. On 
arriving in Rome members should g6 tat once to the 
offices at the above address to get their abissioii 
oards, badges, invitations, and tickets. Nurses WQ 

invited to show theii. work at  the Cbngresis by send- 
ing eshibits to the Special Cbmmittee for t h  
Eshibition of Social Hygiene. 

HYGIENE IN NEW YORK. 
XF?w York Ci$ now has in operation twelve open 

air schools and clases, and definite provilsion has 
been made for fourteen similar clclasscs .to be opened 
by nes t  fall. 
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